Appendix A. Judicial Ethics Committee.

(A) The Nebraska Supreme Court shall appoint a Judicial Ethics Committee consisting of seven
members. Two members shall be appointed from each of the county and district courts and one from the
Court of Appeals. The remaining members shall be judges appointed from any affected courts, but not
from the Nebraska Supreme Court. The Supreme Court shall designate one of the members as chair and
one member as vice chair who may serve in the event of disqualification or unavailability of the chair.
When the committee is first appointed, all members shall commence their service forthwith and serve
until December 31, 1992, and thereafter one of such members shall be designated to serve for a term of 1
year expiring December 31, 1993, and in like manner, one for a term of 2 years, one for a term of 3
years, one for a term of 4 years, one for a term of 5 years, one for a term of 6 years, and one for a term of
7 years, and thereafter all regular terms shall be 7 years. No member of the committee shall serve
consecutive 7-year terms, but may, however, be reappointed to membership on the committee after a
lapse of 1 year.

(B) The Judicial Ethics Committee so established shall have authority to:

(1) By the concurrence of a majority of its members, express its opinion on proper judicial conduct
with respect to the provisions of this Code, either on its own initiative, at the request of a judge or
candidate for judicial office, at the request of the Director of Nebraska Judicial Branch Education or the
Nebraska Judicial Branch Education Advisory Committee, or at the request of a court or the Nebraska
Commission on Judicial Qualifications, provided that an opinion may not be issued on a matter that is
pending before a court or before the commission except on request of the court or commission;

(2) Make recommendations to the Nebraska Supreme Court for amendment of this Code; and

(3) Adopt rules relating to the procedures to be used in expressing opinions, including rules to assure a
timely response to inquiries.

(C) A judge or candidate for judicial office as defined in the terminology section of this Code who has
requested and relied upon an opinion may offer the opinion in a disciplinary proceeding based on
conduct conforming to that opinion.

(D) An opinion issued pursuant to this rule shall be filed with the State Court Administrator. Such an
opinion is confidential and not public information unless the Nebraska Supreme Court otherwise directs.
However, the State Court Administrator shall cause an edited version of each opinion to be prepared, in
which the identity and geographic location of the person who has requested the opinion, the specific
court involved, and the identity of other individuals, organizations, or groups mentioned in the opinion
are not disclosed. Opinions so edited shall be published periodically in the manner the Supreme Court
deems proper.
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