
MEMORANDUM 

TO: PARTIES, ATTORNEYS, AND PUBLIC APPEARING IN THE COUNTY 
COURTS OF THE 8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

FROM: KALE B. BURDICK, PRESIDING COUNTY JUDGE 

SUBJECT: PRECAUTIONS BEING TAKEN FOR IN-PERSON COURT PROCEEDINGS 

CC: COREY STEEL, STATE COURT ADMINISTRATOR 

While the county courts of the 8th Judicial District have remained open during the COVID-19 

pandemic, in-person court proceedings have been extremely limited.  As businesses and 

government offices begin to reopen or increase public access, the courts will also begin 

scheduling more in-person proceedings.  In doing so, we will keep public health and safety at the 

forefront of our decision-making. 

We realize that the threat to public health will vary throughout our sprawling judicial district with 

COVID-19 being present in some counties and not others.  As such, decisions regarding when 

and how to conduct in-person court proceedings will be made on a county-by-county or case-by-

case basis.  As we continue to modify our procedures in light of changing circumstances, you 

should not assume that your case has been postponed or rescheduled, or that you do not need to 

appear.  If you have cases scheduled, please maintain contact with the court staff to stay aware of 

any changes. 

There are steps the courts will be taking to protect the health and safety of parties and counsel 

who are appearing for in-person proceedings, and we ask for your assistance and cooperation 

with our efforts.  If you are scheduled for an in-person proceeding, we ask you to take the 

following precautions: 

 Comply with the Nebraska Supreme Court’s administrative orders entered March 12, 

2020 and April 6, 2020 in case number S-20-247 (attached). 

 If you or your client have tested positive for COVID-19, are experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19, reside in or have traveled to areas of Nebraska or the United States impacted 

by COVID-19, have traveled outside of the United States, or have had contact with 

COVID-19 patients, please call the court prior to your appearance and notify staff of the 

circumstances. 

 Meet with your attorney/client to discuss your case prior to arriving at the 

courthouse.  Attorney/client meetings should not occur in the common areas of the 

courthouse, and will not be allowed in the court offices. 

 Limit your time and contacts within the courthouse. 

Many of the courthouses in our judicial district have limited public access.  These limitations 

have been imposed by county boards or other county officials, not by the courts.  However, 
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access to courtrooms and court offices within the courthouses may also be limited.  Prior to 

entering a courthouse, court office, or courtroom, you may be screened to determine whether your 

presence would pose a health risk.  These screenings may include a series of questions related to 

your health, travel, or contact with COVID-19 patients, as well as having your temperature taken.  

If you would be deemed to pose a health risk, your access to the building, office, or courtroom 

may be denied and your case may be postponed to a later date.  Limited access to courtrooms and 

court offices include: 

 Courtroom access will be limited to 10 people in the courtroom at any given time 

(including parties, attorneys, witnesses, court staff, and judge).  Exceptions may be made 

when necessary, but will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 Six (6) feet of separation shall be maintained between all persons within the courtroom, 

where feasible. 

 Court staff may limit the number of people allowed in the court office at any given time. 

 Six (6) feet of separation shall be maintained between all persons within the court office, 

where feasible, and while waiting to access court services. 

Our courts are taking steps to acquire face masks, hand sanitizer, and gloves for use during in-

person court proceedings.  These items may be requested from court staff, and will be provided to 

necessary parties, attorneys, and witnesses if available. 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation throughout these unusual times.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the appropriate court office. 

 

Blaine County Court – (308) 547-2222 

Boyd/Rock County Court – (402) 760-2900 (court cell phone) 

Brown/Keya Paha County Court – (402) 387-2864 

Cherry County Court – (402) 376-2590 

Custer/Loup County Court – (308) 872-5761 

Garfield/Greeley/Valley/Wheeler County Court – (308) 215-0392 (court cell phone) 

Holt County Court – (402) 336-1662 

Howard County Court – (308) 754-4192 

Sherman County Court – (308) 745-1513 
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