IN THE COUNTY COURTS OF BOONE COUNTY, MERRICK COUNTY, NANCE

COUNTY, AND POLK COUNTY, NEBRASKA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

IN RE: COURT PROCEDURES
DURING THE CORONAVIRUS/
COVID-19 STATE OF EMERGENCY

T . W

In conjunction with the Administrative Order of the Chief Justice of the Nebraska

Supreme Court issued March 12, 2020; the Administrative Order of the Presiding Judge
of the Fifth Judicial District issued March 20, 2020; the declaration of the Governor of

the State of Nebraska to limit the number of people who may gather in a public place to

ten (10} or less; and the laws of the State of Nebraska, the Court finds and orders, as

follows:

1.

The County Courts shall remain open and shall not close unless or untii the
Chief Justice of the Nebraska Supreme Court issues an order declaring a
nonjudicial day. Although county officials may close a courthouse, or restrict
access to a courthouse, court staff shall continue to perform the necessary and
essential functions of the County Court in order to maintain law and order; to
protect individual, constitutional, and statutory rights; and, to provide an open
forum for due process of law, consistent with the health, safety, and welfare of
the public, parties, attorneys, witnesses, courtroom personnel, and court staff.
Any hearing or trial which is not emergent or essential in nature, and which
does not involve statutory time limits, may be continued by the Court.
Hearings and trials which are emergent or essential in nature, or which
involve statutory time limits, will be held as scheduled by the Court.

All non-evidentiary civil and probate hearings shall be heard by telephone or
videoconference. Any other non-evidentiary hearing may be heard by
telephone or videoconference upon the request of any party, with the approval

of the Court. Any party requesting a telephonic or videoconference hearing



10.

1.

shall be responsible for communicating with the Court for approval and
scheduling.

Evidentiary hearings may be heard by telephone or videoconference upon the
agreement of all parties, with the approval of the Court. The stipulation of the
parties to conduct an evidentiary hearing by telephone or videoconference
shall be filed with the Court prior to such hearing. The parties shall be
responsible for communicating with the Court for approval and scheduling,.
In-person hearings and trials of any type may be ordered and heard on a case
by case basis, at the discretion of the Court.

Detention and protective custody hearings in juvenile cases will be conducted
as required by statute. Such hearings may be conducted in-person or by
telephone or videoconference at the discretion of the Court in consultation
with the parties,

Bond review hearings shall be conducted by telephone or videoconference.
Any defendant or attorney requesting a bond review hearing shall contact the
Court to schedule such hearing. Bond reviews may be conducted without a
hearing by the agreement of the parties, with the approval of the Court.

The Court will accept written waivers of arraignment, written pleas of not
guilty, and written waivers of preliminary hearing, from any defendant
pursuant to section 29-4206 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.

Law enforcement and jail staff shall assign bond appearance dates and non-
waiverable criminal and traffic offense appearance dates a minimum of sixty
(60) days from the date of posting bond or the issuance of a Citation.

All other matters will be handled on a case by case basis and, to the extent
possible, telephonic, facsimile, mail, or e-mail communication with the Court
and court staff is requested by any person, party, or attorney conducting
business with the Court.

Any party or attorney may petition the Court and request a hearing for relief
from this Order, or to object to the procedures set forth in this Order. Such
petition shall be heard and addressed by the Court, on the record, as soon as

practicable.



12. This Order may be modified, set aside, or vacated by the Court, at any time,

with or without notice.

BY THE COURT:

County Judge



