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PRESS RELEASE

Date: March 20, 2020
To: All Media Outlets
From: Ronald D. Murtaugh, Judicial Administrator

RE: Response to COVID-19

The Douglas County Court, in collaboration with various agencies, have identified key efforts the court
can take to contribute to the prevention of the spread of COVID-19. The Douglas County Court Judges
considered not only the coronavirus and its risk to the public and employees of the Douglas County
Court but also obligations and duties the court must provide as required by the United States
Constitution, the Nebraska Constitution and Nebraska Statutes and Court rules.

Attached is the Administrative Order signed by the Presiding Judge, of Douglas County. This release and
Order is only for the Douglas County Court. People affected should monitor their mail and email for
Notices and additional information regarding their cases.

The Douglas County Court Judges considered not only the coronavirus and its risk to the public and
employees of the Douglas County Court but also obligations and duties the court must provide as
required by the United States Constitution, the Nebraska Constitution and Nebraska Statutes and Court

rules.

This order applies only to the Douglas County Court.
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IN THE COUNTY COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

IN RE: NOVEL CORONAVIRUS/

)
COVID 19 )
) ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
)
)

Douglas County Court is instituting procedures to ensure the
continuity of operations in Douglas County Court while complying with
directives from local, state, and federal government and protecting
public safety by mitigating the public health impact of
coronavirus/COVID-19,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

CRIMINAL AND TRAFFIC CASES
1. Criminal and Traffic trials shall proceed as scheduled unless a party
requests a continuance. The court shall liberally grant any requested
continuance. Attorneys are encouraged to file a motion to continue
with a proposed order. The request shall specify whether the matter is
continued to a trial date or for a plea. The court will review motions
without hearing.
2. Criminal pretrial hearings and diversion checks shall proceed as
scheduled unless a party requests a continuance. The court shall
liberally grant any requested continuance. Attorneys are encouraged
to file a motion to continue with a proposed order. The court will review
motions without hearing.
3. Sentencing hearings lor incarcerated defendants shall proceed as
scheduled unless a party requests a continuance. The court shall
liberally grant any requested continuance. Attorneys are encouraged
to file a motion to continue with a proposed order. The court will review
motions without hearing. Sentencing hearings for incarcerated

defendants will be held at the Douglas County Correctional Center or



via video conference. To appear via video conference, a defendant shall
cither make a written consent to appear by video or provide such
consent on the record.

Sentencings hearings for non-custodial defendants, which are
post plea, shalil be continued for 60 days on motion of the court.

County Court judges may allow any party (prosecutor, defense
counsel, defendant, victims, probation officers, etc.) to appear by video
conference with that party’s consent.
4, Arraignments scheduled after March 25, 2020, but before April 20,
2020, shall be continued on motion of the Court for good cause,
pursuant to Neb. Rev, Stat § 29-1207(4)(f), approximately 45 days. (See
attached Douglas County Board of Health Order dated March 18,
2020. https: / /www.docdroid.net/j6Ellsv/health-directors-order-

3182020.pdf ) Defendants may waive their appearance and

arraignment by executing a written waiver of arraignment and plea of
not guilty. Waiver of arraignment and plea of not guilty forms are
available- at the Douglas County Court offices. Arraignments of
incarcerated defendants shall be held at the Douglas County
Correctional Center or via video conference.
5. Preliminary hearings shall proceed as scheduled unless a party
requests a continuance. The court shall liberally grant any requested
continuance. Attorney are encouraged to file a motion to continue with
a proposed order. The court will review motions without hearing.
Waivers of preliminary hearing shall be in writing only; the Court
will not allow in person waivers. Incarcerated defendants shall not be
transported to the Douglas County courthouse for a preliminary
hearing unless specifically requested in writing. Preliminary hearings
for incarcerated defendants may be held via video conference. To
appear via video conference, a defendant shall either make a written

consent to appear by video or provide such consent on the record.



6. Any other scheduled non-evidentiary hearings shall be permitted
via video conference. The presence of the defendant shall be excused
from all non-evidentiary hearings, such as motions for bond review, to
consolidate, to continue, etc,
7. Bond settings for felony, misdemeanor, and traffic offenses will
continue as scheduled. Video conferencing may be used for bond
setting purposes.

CIVIL CASES
8. Civil jury trials scheduled for March 2020 and April 2020 shall be
continued by order of the Court to the next available jury panel.
9. Civil jury and bench pretrial hearings scheduled in April 2020 and
May 2020 shall be continued on motion of the Court to the next pretrial
date.
10. Al civil bench trials scheduled in April 2020 and May 2020,
including Small Claims, shall be continued by order of the Court at the
discretion of the Court.
11. Civil motions set after March 20, 2020, but before April 20, 2020,
shall be continued by order of the Court approximately 45 days.
12. Restitution of premises and forcible entry and detainer tri:—ﬂs shall
proceed as scheduled unless the parties agree to a continuance or in

accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. §25-21,225. Attorneys are encouraged

to file a motion to continue with a proposed order. The court will review
motions
without hearing.
13. Garnishment hearings for exemption shall proceed as scheduled.
if there is no objection to the requested exemption, the opposing party
shall inform the Court in writing and the exemption shall be granted
without hearing.
14. Any other non-evidentiary civil matters scheduled in courtroom 20
after March 20, 2020, but before April 20, 2020, shall be continued by
order of the Court approximately 45 days.
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PROBATE

15. All show cause hearings, estate matters, and non-emergency
appointments of a Guardian or Conscrvator scheduled for March 2020
and April 2020 shall be continued, for good cause, on motion of the
court,
16. All petitions for emergency temporary or permanent appointments
of a Guardian or Conservator will be heard via video conference if
available, telephone, or in person at the discretion of the Court.
17. Al adoptions shall proceed as scheduled unless a party requests a
continuance. The court will liberally grant any requested continuance
and encourages attorneys to file a motion to continue with a proposed
order. The court will review motions without hearing,.

PROTECTION ORDERS
18. Ex-parte requests for protection orders shall be forwarded to the
court via email or placed on SIGNDESK for review.
18. All evidentiary hearings shall be heard via video conference or in

person at the discretion of the court.
" IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

This order shall be followed in conjunction with the
Administrative Order of Chief Justice Heavican issued March 12, 2020,

https:// supremecourt.nébraska. gov/sites/default/files/ Administratio

n/emergency/order3.12.20.pdf and the Administrative Order of
Presiding Judge Lohaus issued March 13, 2020.

The court urges all court users to utilize the Nebraska Supreme

Court website for authorized forms and waivers

https:// supremecourt.nebraska.gov/forms




The court hereby suspends the operation of any local court rule

that is in conflict with this order.

The court will continue to monitor conditions and update this

order as needed.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

AW
Dated this é'Q day of March 2020.

Shhaws—

Sheryl L. Lohaus
Presiding Judge
Douglas County Court



DOUGLAS COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
' DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

ORDER - ,

WHEREAS, The Novel Coronavirus (COVID-18, also known as severa acute resplratory
gyndrome coronavirus 2, of “SARS-Cov-2") has dramatically impacted the citizens of Douglas

County, Nebraska; and .

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute section 71-501 and Omaha Municipal Code,
Article XII, section 12-23, the Douglas County Board of Health is authorized to promulgate rules
and regulations conceming contaglous, infectious, and malignant diseases in the county under its

Jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Nebraska Revised- Statute section 71-1631(7), the Douglas County
" Board of Health has promulgated such regulations conceming public health and the prevention of

communicable diseases within its jurisdiction as approved by the Nebraska Department of Health
and Hurnan Services and amended through March 18, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Douglas County Rules and Regulations for the Prevention of Spread
of Communicable Disease, lfiness, or Poisoning, Saction 4, the Director of the Douglas County
Health Department (‘the Director”) has the autherity to implement Directed Health Measures,
including protocols or measures as identified as effective against public heallh threats by the
United States Deépartment. of Health and Human Services Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention ("the CDC"); and .

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Omaha Municipal Code, Article X, the Director has authority to issue
such orders, regulations and instructions as may, in her judgment, limit the threat of an epidemic

or conlagious diseass;

WHEREAS, On March 16, 2020, the CDC issued Interim Guidance'fér COVID-19, specifically
warning against gatherings of more than ten (10) people for the next fifteen (15) days;

WHEREAS, The Director makes the following findings:

s | have received information from the WHO, CDC and treating health care providers that the
general public may have been-éxpesed to &:commuinicable disease.
2. |1ind that Directed Health Measures: exist to effectively-prevent, limit or slow the spread of

communicable digease. - )
3. 1 further find that the disease presents a risk of death to any persen; and that the exposure
is wide—spread and poses a significant risk of harm to people in the general population;
and that there is a particular subset of the poputation that is imore vuinerable to the threat

and thus at increased fisk.




4. In assessing the nature of the rigk presente
infectious:agent

5. 1 do hetoby further find that a-delay in the

h Wousld significantly jeopardize the

evaluation

d, 1 further find that the threat Is from a novel

Health Medsuras and

imposition of Directed
mission of a

ability to prevent or limit the trans

communicable disease and pose unaccaptable risks to any person or persons.

WHEREAS, The Director hereby orders:
1. All

éxpected prese A :
2020 are-hereby prohibifed. if a venue
walls or sufficient airepacs,

Is sy

It is further ordered that
batween attendees cannot be mainta
prohibited.

This Order does not
-operations,. continuity of ,
sbtlings, shalters, public trangportation,
maile, or to family residences housing
to observe afl appll

Ined In the

busifess operations,

Daycare
ups of 10°or fewsr

must be canded out in stabile-gro

" children are in the same group aach day. B, Children
is cared for at one facjity,
Childcare ‘providers

‘micre than one group of clilldren
‘Graups shall.not mix with each other. D.
children.

This Order 18 issued as a
"novel coronavirus," which
. over 7,00 worldwide de

‘Aptragch i slow tranemiss
of or axposure to cOVID-19.
This Order I8 intendad to reduce the likelihcad

difficulty and magnitude of - tracing
exponentially, Increasing the jikellnoed th
spread of the liiness.

To the extent necassary,.
County engureg compliance W
Statute sections 71-802 and
008, any person violating this order ma

508 and Nebraska
y be'subje

public ga’t’heﬂr,igs within- the jurisdiction ¢f the. Douiglas Courty
goted presence of more than 10 ifdividuals taking plage betw
pdivided into multip
the fimit per subdivision-of space s 10.

apply to courts of law, medlcal-provideis,
alrpoltirav
ten or mors:people. However; thesa salll
cable state and federal guldelines for infection control. :

and childcare facilifies must operate undsr the fllowing

individugls who may have:
at. buth gatherings will

fiphiance with and enforcement of

Health Department with an
betiasn March 18, 2020 and April 80,
rated by physloal

le spacés sepa

even for gatherings below this size, if a minimum soclal distance of six feet

venue or a subdivision thereof, the gath_ering is

pubiic utilities, critical county and city
loglstics/disttibution <8 ntets, corigregete -iiving
ol necessary shonping &t fusl stations, storee or

sattings are. instructed
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swig mandafory condiéris: A, Ghildcare
children; “stable® means thet the same. 10.or fewer
shall hot change from one.greup to-another. C.H
each group shelibe in a saparate. room.
shall ramaln solely with ons group of

result of the worldwide pandemic of COVID-19 disease, also known as
has infacted at least 197,000 Individuals worldwide and is implicated in

aths. Douglas County has twenty (20) cases,
This Order is issued based on evidence of Increasing transmission of COVID-19 hoth within the

‘Douglas County, Nebraska and.-worldwide, sciéntific evidence regarding the most effective
_ ion of communicable-diseases genera
-well.a8 best practices afs,-cur’rqnw-knom::andi_av.ailabla* to-protect

lly.and COVID-19 epecifically, as
the Pﬂbﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬂm the risk:of spread

of axposure to COVID-18, thereby slowing the

spread; of COVIB-19 in communities worldwide. As the presencs .of Irdividuals increases, the

been Bxposed to a cise: riees
impalF efiorls at ritigating e

the Director requests thet the Sheriff and all Chiefs of Police in the

this Order. Pursuant to Nebraska Revised
inistrative Code 173 ‘sactions 8-009 and €-
Class V Misdemeancr for each offenss.
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9. Tnis Order is effective immediately.

Dated this 18th day of March, 2020

Dr Adl Pour M
Douglas (:ounw Health Director

[




