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Memo

To:
HALL COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
 
From:
Judge Wetzel/kb 
CC:
Sara Fowler; Brandi Barry
Date:
March 20, 2020
Re:        Hall County Court Changes & Precautions Regarding COVID-19 






Judge Corey and myself wanted to take this opportunity to update the 

Bar on changes and precautions being taken as a result of COVID-19.  It is our intention to continue with all Court proceedings with minimal interruptions.  Obviously, the safety of the public and attorneys are on our minds.  


We have made some procedural changes in an effort to protect the public:  Wednesday Arraignments are being staggered to avoid large groups in the courtroom or courthouse.  Defendants are not required to appear at pretrial conferences; but, should be available by phone to consult with their attorneys. We are limiting the number of people allowed in the courtroom and would like to restrict access to allow counsel and their clients only.  The goal is to limit the amount of flow in and out of the courthouse and still carry on our daily functions.  


We are strongly encouraging attorneys to consider filing written motions to continue in lieu of simply appearing and requesting those continuances on the day of hearing.  Please make sure you talk to your clients in advance of hearing if at all possible. Motions to continue with the approval of both parties will liberally be granted.  Written waivers of preliminary hearing and arraignments are encouraged. These documents can be E-Filed.  Criminal defendants, who are in custody, will be seen via video.

During this difficult time your safety, public safety and the safety of our employees are of the utmost importance.  Please protect yourselves accordingly.  The Court appreciates your understanding and cooperation. 


Thank you. 
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