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Petitions and Applications to Modify Award by County

Below is a map showing the total number of Petitions and Applications to Modify Award filed with the court
and allocating them to the counties where those Petitions allege the accidents occurred.

In addition to the cases shown below, allegations in an initial Petition can be litigated separately upon entry of
an order allowing such. This happened in seven cases during fiscal year 2020.
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Trials and Evidentiary Hearings by County

Generally, trials and evidentiary hearings are conducted in the county in which the accident occurred unless the
litigants agree to a different location (see NEB. Rev. STAT. § 48-177). For that reason, the venue for workers’
compensation cases could be in any county in Nebraska. In fiscal year 2020, trials were conducted in the 28
Nebraska counties marked below.
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Litigation Summary — Dispositions

The charts on this page summarize Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Court and appellate court dispositions
of workers’ compensation cases during fiscal year 2020. Sixteen appeals were filed from decisions of the
Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Court during the fiscal year.

Dispositions of Pending Cases in Fiscal Year
(Total Dispositions: 1,061)

Appellate Dispositions in Fiscal Year -2
(Total Dispositions: 33)

Dismissals by Neb. Supreme Other Opinions by Neb. Supreme Ct. -
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Motions in FY 2020

Regarding appeals, a decision of a judge of the Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Court may be appealed to the

3 365 Nebraska Court of Appeals. A limited number of appeals may also be heard by the Nebraska Supreme Court,
y either directly or by further review of a decision by the Nebraska Court of Appeals. Appeals from an order, award,
Filed or judgment of the compensation court in any such case are made in accordance with the procedures regulating
appeals in actions at law from the district courts, except as otherwise provided in NEB. REv. STAT. §§ 48-182 and
48-185.
636 2 Regarding “other opinions,” these are opinions from the Nebraska Supreme Court or Court of Appeals such as: re-

versed and remanded; reversed; affirmed in part, reversed in part, and in part remanded; affirmed in part, and in

Hearings part reversed, and any other variations thereof.

2,665

Dispositions
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Settlement Summary — Lump Sum Settlement
Applications and Dispositions in Fiscal Year

The charts on this page summarize Lump Sum Settlement applications and dispositions made during fiscal
year 2020.

Lump Sum Settlement Applications

Filed in Fiscal Year !
Dispositions for Lump Sum Settlement in Fiscal Year %2

(Total Dispositions: 705)

751

687

Applications Applications

Approved — Disapproved (5),
Lawsuit (Past or 0.7%

Pending) Filed
FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 (291), 41.3%

1 Pursuant to NEB. REv. STAT. § 48-139, lump sum settlement agreements
require court approval. In 2009, the Nebraska Legislature amended this
statute to eliminate mandatory court approval of certain settlement agree-
ments and to require the filing of a release of liability for those settlements
no longer requiring court approval.

“Applications Approved — Lawsuit (Past or Pending) Filed” includes
Applications for Lump Sum Settlement accounted for in the “Litigation Applications
Summary” as to pending cases in addition to settlements in cases Approved — No

Lawsuit Filed

previously litigated.
(409), 58.0%
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Releases of
Liability Filed —
No Lawsuit
Filed (318),
35.2%

Settlement Summary — Releases of Liability Filed in

Fiscal Year

The charts on this page summarize Releases of Liability filed during fiscal year 2020 and compare the
number of Lump Sum Settlement applications with the number of Releases of Liability filed during fiscal

year 2020.

Releases of Liability in Fiscal Year -2
(Total Releases: 904)

Releases of
Liability Filed —
Lawsuit (Past
or Pending)
Filed (586),
64.8%

Lump Sum
Settlement
Applications
(712),44.1%

Lump Sum Settlements and

Releases of Liability in Fiscal Year?!
(Total Applications and Releases: 1,616)

Releases of
Liability (904),
55.9%

1 Pursuant to NEB. REv. STAT. § 48-139, lump sum settlement agreements require court approval. In 2009, the
Nebraska Legislature amended this statute to eliminate mandatory court approval of certain settlement agreements
and to require the filing of a release of liability for those settlements no longer requiring court approval.

2 “Releases of Liability Filed — Lawsuit (Past or Pending) Filed” includes Releases of Liability accounted for in the
“Litigation Summary” as to pending cases in addition to settlements in cases previously litigated.
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Contact Us

Please contact us with questions or comments about this report, workers’ compensation in Nebraska,
or any of our programs and services.

Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Court
P.O. Box 98908

Lincoln, NE 68509-8908

800-599-5155 or 402-471-6468
http://www.wcc.ne.gov






