
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF 

THE NEBRASKA JUDICIAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

January 25, 2019 

 

The Chair updated the Commission on membership changes since the last 

meeting on December 11, 2018. Jacqueline Tessendorf was welcomed as our 

newest member, appointed to replace Mark Sipple who announced his 

retirement after 26 years of service to the Commission. Mr. Engler and Mr. Parker 

will draft a resolution for the Commission’s consideration at our next meeting, 

recognizing and thanking Mr. Sipple for his many contributions to this body. Mr. 

Sipple’s retirement also means we need to elect a new vice-chair, and 

commissioners were asked to consider nominations as the matter will be taken up 

at our next meeting.  

 

A meeting of the Nebraska Judicial Resources Commission was held on the 

25th day of January, 2019, in Room 1510, State Capitol Building, in Lincoln, 

Nebraska, with Commission members attending by video conferencing with 

locations in Omaha, North Platte, McCook and Hastings, as provided by law. 

 

Justice Stacy called the meeting to order in Room 1510 at the hour of 10:00 

a.m. The following commissioners attended either in person or by 

videoconference: 

 

PRESENT        ABSENT 

Justice Stephanie Stacy, Chair    Stephen Bader  

Judge Robert O’Neal     Michael McCarthy  

Judge Anne Paine     Christopher Nielsen 

Judge John Samson     Brian Phares 

Charles Conrad       Lori Scherer 

William Dittrick      

Timothy Engler 

Coby Mach      

Robert Parker    

Robert Slovek 

Darlene Starman        

Jacqueline Tessendorf 

          

The Chair called for approval of the minutes of the annual meeting of 

December 11, 2018. It was moved by Charles Conrad and seconded by Timothy 

Engler that the corrected minutes be approved. Voting yes, all present.  

 

The Chair announced that the purpose of the hearing was to determine 

whether: 



 

1.  A judicial vacancy exists in the County Court, 11th Judicial District, due 

to the appointment of Michael E. Piccolo to district court judge, effective 

December 14, 2018. 

 

2. A judicial vacancy exists in the District Court, 9th Judicial District, due to 

the retirement of Judge Teresa K. Luther, effective December 31, 2018. 

 

3. A judicial vacancy exists in the County Court, 2nd Judicial District, due to 

the retirement of Judge John F. Steinheider, effective December 31, 2018. 

 

The Chair identified and received into the record Exhibits 1 through 10. The 

Chair then called for testimony. Testimony was offered in support of declaring the 

various vacancies by Corey Steele. There was no testimony offered in opposition 

to the vacancies.  

 

It was moved by Timothy Engler and seconded by Jacqueline Tessendorf 

that a vacancy be declared in the office of the County Court of the 11th Judicial 

District and that the primary office be in North Platte, Lincoln County, Voting yes 

12, voting no 0. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Timothy Engler and seconded by Darlene Starman that a 

vacancy be declared in the office of the District Court of the 9th Judicial District 

and that the primary office be in Grand Island, Hall County, Voting yes 12, voting 

no 0. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Timothy Engler and seconded by Charles Conrad that a 

vacancy be declared in the office of the County Court of the 2nd Judicial District. 

The Commission recommended that the primary office of this vacancy should be 

alternatively in either Plattsmouth, Cass County, Nebraska or Nebraska City, Otoe 

County, Nebraska. Voting yes 12, voting no 0. Motion carried.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the Chair 

asked whether there was any objection to adjourning the meeting. It was moved 

by Coby Mach and seconded by Jacqueline Tessendorf that the meeting be 

adjourned. All voting yes. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Judge John Samson 

Secretary 

 

 



 AGENDA 

 JUDICIAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
 

 January 25, 2019 – 10:00 a.m. 

Room 1510, State Capitol, Lincoln, Nebraska 

 VIDEO CONFERENCE HEARING 

 

 

I.  Roll call of members by secretary. 

 

II.  Approve the minutes of the annual meeting held on 

December 11, 2018. 

 

III.  Due to the appointment of Michael E. Piccolo to district 

court judge, effective December 14, 2018, the Commission 

will determine, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1204 and 

§ 24-1206, whether a judicial vacancy exists in the 

office of county court of the 11th Judicial District, and 

if so make a recommendation to the Supreme Court as to 

the primary place of office of said vacancy. 

 

IV.  Due to the retirement of Judge Teresa K. Luther, 

effective December 31, 2018, the Commission will 

determine, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1204 and § 

24-1206, whether a judicial vacancy exists in the office 

of district court of the 9th Judicial District, and if so 

make a recommendation to the Supreme Court as to the 

primary place of office of said vacancy. 

 

V.  Due to the retirement of Judge John F. Steinheider, 

effective December 31, 2018, the Commission will 

determine, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-1204 and § 

24-1206, whether a judicial vacancy exists in the office 

of county court of the 2nd Judicial District, and if so 

make a recommendation to the Supreme Court as to the 

primary place of office of said vacancy. 

 

VI.  Any and all other business that may come before the 

meeting. 

 

V.  Adjournment. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

OF 

THE NEBRASKA JUDICIAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

December 11, 2018 

 

The annual public hearing of the Nebraska Judicial Resources Commission 

was held on the 11h day of December, 2018, in Room 1510, State Capitol Building, 

in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Justice Stacy Chaired the annual public hearing and called 

the meeting to order at the hour of 10:00 a.m. Roll call by the acting Secretary: 

 

PRESENT        ABSENT 

 

Justice Stephanie Stacy, Chairperson    

Judge Anne Paine (via video conference)    

Judge Robert O’Neal        

Judge John Samson 

William Dittrick         

Timothy Engler 

Stephen Bader       

Michael McCarthy (via video conference)       

    

Mark Sipple        

Robert Slovek 

Coby Mach  

Brian Phares 

Charles Conrad 

Robert Parker 

Christopher Nielsen (via video conference) 

Lori Scherer 

Darlene Starman 

 

The Chair called for approval of the minutes from the last meeting on 

October 23, 2018, and for approval of the minutes from the 2017 annual meeting. 

It was moved by Brian Phares and seconded by Charles Conrad that the minutes 

be approved. Voting yes, all present; voting no, none. Minutes are approved.  

 

The following exhibits were examined and considered by the Commission: 

 

1. Current Annual Caseload Reports for the county, district and   

  separate juvenile courts; 

2. Current Weighted Caseload Reports for the county, district and  

  separate juvenile courts; 

 



3. Letter dated December 11, 2018 from District Court Judge James E.  

  Doyle IV; 

4. PowerPoint slides with supplemental information on caseload trends, 

  population trends, judicial workload trends, retirement predictions,  

  and the need for an updated judicial time study to support the  

  weighted caseload determinations.  

5. Chart on Judicial System Relationships prepared by retired judge and 

  former Commission member Patrick McDermott. 

 

All of the exhibits listed above are attached to these minutes (except the annual 

caseload reports and weighted caseload reports which are available on 

the Supreme Court’s website).  

 

 The Commission heard reports/testimony from the following individuals 

concerning the allocation of judicial resources and access to the courts:  Corey 

Steel, Court Administrator; Jennifer Rassmussen, Deputy Court Administrator for 

Information Technology; William Mueller on behalf of the Nebraska State Bar 

Association; Pat Cooper, President of Omaha Bar Association; Hon. Patrick 

McDermott, retired; and Chief Justice Mike Heavican. 

 

It was moved by Timothy Engler and seconded by Robert Slovek that the 

Commission again recommend the creation of an additional district judgeship in 

the 4th judicial district. On roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

 

It was moved by Timothy Engler and seconded by Judge Robert O’Neal 

that the Commission recommend fully funding the judiciary’s budget request of 

$250,000, to enable the Administrative Office of the Courts to conduct, with the 

assistance of the National Center for State Courts, a new statewide judicial time 

study. During discussion of the motion it was noted that the weighted caseload 

reports are compiled using a judicial time study from 2005, which did not measure 

the judicial time required to handle cases involving self-represented litigants or 

language interpreters, both of which have increased dramatically in the past 10 

years. And since the 2005 time study was completed there have been significant 

changes in the criminal law, an expansion of problem solving courts, changes in 

the civil docket, changes in judicial travel practices, and an increase in the time 

devoted to judicial case management. Because the weighted caseload reports 

are relied upon by the Commission to inform nearly every issue brought before it, 

the Commission was in agreement that a new time study is necessary to 

accurately evaluate current judicial workloads.  On roll call vote, the motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

No other motions were made with regard to judgeships, judicial districts, or 

the more balanced use of existing judicial resources. However, it was suggested 



that the Commission consider studying judicial redistricting alternatives in the 

future.   

 

 There being no other matters brought before the Commission, the Chair 

asked whether there was any objection to adjourning. There being no objection, 

the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Judge John Samson 

Secretary 

 

 









July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Nebraska Judicial Branch

Weighted Caseload Report

County Courts

Reporting Period
Fiscal Year 2018

July 1, 2017 to
June 30, 2018 



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Nebraska County Courts
Weighted Caseload Report

Fiscal 2018 (July 1, 2017 — June 30, 2018)

This Weighted County Court Caseload Report contains caseload statistics for Nebraska’s 93 
District Courts, grouped into twelve Judicial Districts. The judiciary of Nebraska currently 
assesses the need for judicial positions using a weighted caseload method based on cases opened. 
Weighted caseload systems provide objective, standardized determinations of resource needs.

No quantitative judgeship assessment method, including a weighted caseload system will 
determine the exact number of judges required within a judicial district. But quantitative 
methods, such as weighted caseload can approximate the need for judgeships and provide 
a point of reference or standard for comparing relative need among judicial districts. Other 
measures, both qualitative and quantitative, may be used in conjunction with the weighted 
caseload standard calculation to support the assessment of judicial need. In particular, should 
the standard calculation show the need for a fractional judge (less than the full-time equivalent), 
additional assessments as to the relative workload per judge within a district and travel per 
judge may be useful. Also, other useful measures may include analyses of budget constraints, 
population trends, and other factors that may differentially affect the need for judges across 
districts.

Mission of the Nebraska Administrative Office of the Courts:

Under the direction of the Nebraska Supreme Court, the Administrative Office of the Courts’ 
mission is to ensure the public has equal access to justice, using leadership, education, technology, 
and administrative services to implement consistent, efficient, and effective court practices.

Corey R. Steel | Nebraska State Court Administrator 
Nebraska Supreme Court
 
Rm. 1213 State Capitol | P.O. Box 98910 | Lincoln, NE  68509 
T 402.471.3730 | F 402.471.2197
www.supremecourt.ne.gov



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Nebraska County Courts Judicial Needs

12th District
Judicial Need: 4.22

Actual #: 5

8th District
Judicial Need: 2.06

Actual #: 3

7th District
Judicial Need: 2.45

Actual #: 3

6th District
Judicial Need: 3.83

Actual #: 4

11th District
Judicial Need: 4.70

Actual #: 5
10th District

Judicial Need: 2.67
Actual #: 3

5th District
Judicial Need: 4.08

Actual #: 5

1st District
Judicial Need: 2.87

Actual #: 3

2nd District
Judicial Need: 3.77

Actual #: 4

4th District
Judicial Need: 13.82

Actual #: 12

3rd District
Judicial Need: 7.06

Actual #: 7

9th District
Judicial Need: 3.64 

Actual #: 4

Fiscal Year 2018 (July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018)



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Maschman
Nemaha
Pawnee

Richardson
Bauer

Jefferson
Saline

Thayer
Timm

Gage
Johnson

Weighted Caseload Report
1st Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  2.87
Current number of judges:        3

Jefferson
.33

Gage
.79

Thayer
.25

Saline
.46

Johnson
.21

Pawnee
.20

Nemaha
.25

Richardson
.38

4

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by 
1st District Judges 

65,946 

21,750 

9,940 

13,631 

8,875 

24,941 

33,003 

12,749 

 -  10,000  20,000  30,000  40,000  50,000  60,000  70,000

Gage

Jefferson

Johnson

Nemaha

Pawnee

Richardson

Saline

Thayer

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Vacant
Sarpy

Hutton
Sarpy

Steinheider
Cass

Cass  Juvenile
Otoe 

Wester
Sarpy

Weighted Caseload Report
2nd Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  3.77
Current number of judges:        4

5

Predicted judicial resources need by county
Sarpy 
2.48

Cass
.72

Otoe
.58

Primary Counties Served by 
2nd District Judges 

*Sarpy County Juvenile Judge Robert O’Neal hears all Otoe County Juvenile Cases
(Juvenile cases have been removed from Otoe County weighted cases and added to Sarpy County weighted cases.)

50,548 

36,242 

222,462 

 -  50,000  100,000  150,000  200,000  250,000

Cass

Otoe

Sarpy

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Weighted Caseload Report
3rd Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  7.06
Current number of judges:        7

6

Predicted judicial resources need

Lancaster 
7.06

Judges Serving the 3rd District
County Court

Acton
Fruedenberg

Parsley
Phillips
Reuter

Yardley
Zimmerman

13,167 

69,275 

279,342 

38,514 

139,750 

64,125 

4,960 

4,158 

 -  50,000  100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000

Domestic relations (referred cases)

Felony

Misdemeanor

Traffic

Civil

Probate

Small Claims

Adoption

Weighted Cases by Case Type

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Weighted Caseload Report
4th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  13.82
Current number of judges:        12

7

Predicted judicial resources need

Douglas
13.82

Judges Serving the 4th District 
County Court

Barrett
Hansen

Harmon
Hendrix

Huber 
Keim

Lohaus
Lowe

Marcuzzo
McDermott

Shearer
Vaughn

1,733 

5,163 

28,392 

27,197 

26,681 

1,878 

1,080 

322 

 -  5,000  10,000  15,000  20,000  25,000  30,000

Domestic relations (referred cases)

Felony

Misdemeanor

Traffic

Civil

Probate

Small Claims

Adoption

Weighted Cases by Case Type

Case Weight



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Caster Senff
Hamilton

York
Saunders

Twiss
Merrick

Nance
Boone

Polk
Saunders
Vacant

Colfax
Saunders

Petersen
Seward

Butler
Conflict Cases 1/2 day per 

month in Platte 
Skorupa

Platte
Colfax

Saunders

Weighted Caseload Report
5th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges: 4.08
Current number of judges:        5

8

Predicted judicial resources need by county

Boone
.20

Nance
.15

Platte
.95

Merrick
.29

Hamilton
.33

Polk
.18

York
.50

Seward
.38

Colfax
.34

Saunders
.48Butler

.29

Primary Counties Served by 
5th District Judges

9,709 

18,305 

23,585 

22,499 

19,002 

5,939 

82,260 

8,096 

37,098 

27,404 

37,928 

 -  10,000  20,000  30,000  40,000  50,000  60,000  70,000  80,000  90,000

Boone

Butler

Colfax

Hamilton

Merrick

Nance

Platte

Polk

Saunders

Seward

York

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Luebe
Cedar
Dixon

Thurston
Dakota one day or more per 

month and Dodge as needed
Rager
Dakota

Samuelson
Burt

Washington
Vampola

Dodge

Weighted Caseload Report
6th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  3.83
Current number of judges:       4

9

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by 
6th District Judges 

Cedar
.35 Dixon

.29

Dodge
1.38

Burt
.33

Dakota
.67

Washington
.53

Thurston
.28

14,639 

15,818 

48,035 

10,743 

116,862 

9,486 

33,758 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000  140,000

Burt

Cedar

Dakota

Dixon

Dodge

Thurston

Washington

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Long
Cuming
Stanton

Madison (33.3%)
Stoffer

Pierce
Wayne

Madison (33.3%)
Taylor

Antelope
Knox

Madison (33.3%)

Weighted Caseload Report
7th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  2.45
Current number of judges:        3

10

Predicted judicial resources need by county

Knox
.20

Antelope
.24

Stanton
.28

Wayne
.25

Pierce
.21

Cuming
.31

Madison
.94

Primary Counties Served by
7th District Judges 

12,967 

20,076 

9,259 

81,426 

10,206 

17,094 

14,126 

 -  10,000  20,000  30,000  40,000  50,000  60,000  70,000  80,000  90,000

Antelope

Cuming

Knox

Madison

Pierce

Stanton

Wayne

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Burdick
Boyd
Holt

Wheeler
Greeley
Howard

Orr
Cherry

Keya Paha
Brown

Rock
Blaine
Loup

Schendt
Custer

Garfield
Valley

Sherman
Howard Juvenile

Assists in Loup

Weighted Caseload Report
8th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:   2.06
Current number of judges:         3

11

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by
8th District Judges 

Cherry
.20

Keya Paha
.07

Blaine
.07

Holt
.24

Boyd
.10

Rock
.08

Custer
.33

Brown
.16

Loup
.07

Garfield
.10

Valley
.16

Wheeler
.07

Sherman
.12

Greeley
.09

Howard
.20

1,262 
3,821 

9,797 
13,907 

26,239 
4,105 

3,232 
18,339 

13,609 
1,115 

1,673 
2,345 

6,560 
9,698 

1,098 

 -  5,000  10,000  15,000  20,000  25,000  30,000

Blaine
Boyd

Brown
Cherry
Custer

Garfield
Greeley

Holt
Howard

Keya Paha
Loup
Rock

Sherman
Valley

Wheeler

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Jorgensen
Buffalo

Rademacher
Buffalo

Hall one day per week
Corey III

Hall
Wetzel

Hall

Weighted Caseload Report
9th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  3.64
Current number of judges:        4

12

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by
9th District Judges 

Buffalo
1.50

Hall
2.14

120,964 

184,090 

 -  50,000  100,000  150,000  200,000

Buffalo

Hall

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Weighted Caseload Report
10th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  2.67
Current number of judges:        3

13

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by 
10th District Judges 

Phelps
.31

Kearney
.22

Adams
1.06

Franklin
.15

Harlan
.19

Clay
.21

Fillmore
.19

Webster
.16

Nuckolls
.17

Hoeft
Adams (24%)

Franklin (44%)
Harlan (100%)
Kearney (52%)

Phelps (69%)
Webster (44%)

Mead
Adams (37%)

Clay (31%)
Franklin (56%)

Fillmore (8%)
Kearney (24%)
Nuckolls (56%)

Phelps (31%)
Webster (56%)

Burns
Adams (39%)

Clay (69%)
Fillmore (92%)
Kearney (24%)
Nuckolls (44%)

95,814 

12,339 

10,618 

6,251 

10,015 

12,872 

8,694 

22,386 

7,493 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000

Adams

Clay

Filmore

Franklin

Harlan

Kearney

Nuckolls

Phelps

Webster

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Wightman
Dawson
Gosper

Piccolo
Hooker
Lincoln

Logan 
McPherson

Thomas
Conflict Cases in Keith

Paine
Furnas
Hayes

Hitchcock
Red Willow

Steenberg
Arthur
Chase

Dundy
Keith

Perkins
Turnbull

Conflict Cases in Dawson 
Frontier
Lincoln

Weighted Caseload Report
11th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  4.70
Current number of judges:        5

14

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by 
11th District Judges 

Dundy
.12

Keith
.47

Hitchcock
.15

Red Willow
.35

Furnas
.21

Chase
.16

Hayes
.08

Frontier
.12

Gosper
.14

Dawson
97

Perkins
.12

Lincoln
1.40

Arthur
.07

McPherson
.07

Logan
.09

Hooker
.09

Thomas
.09

293 
9,712 

88,327 
5,091 
5,690 

14,343 
7,635 

1,256 
8,010 

2,283 
40,045 

131,201 
2,396 

581 
5,314 

27,383 
2,064 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000  140,000

Arthur
Chase

Dawson
Dundy

Frontier
Furnas
Gosper

Hayes
Hitchcock

Hooker
Keith

Lincoln
Logan

McPherson
Perkins

Red Willow
Thomas

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Harford
Dawes
Sioux

Sheridan
Wess

Box Butte 
Grant

Morril
Roland

Cheyenne
Deuel

Garden
Kimball

Worden
Banner

Scotts Bluff
Mickey

Banner
Scotts Bluff

Weighted Caseload Report
12th Judicial District - County Court

County court need for judges:  4.22
Current number of judges:        5

15

Predicted judicial resources need by county Primary Counties Served by 
12th District Judges 

Cheyenne
.42

Morrill
.25

Garden
.17

Duel
.19

Grant
.13

Banner
.14

Kimball
.22

Box Butte
.36

Sheridan
.28

Dawes
.32

Scotts Bluff
1.59

Sioux
.13

2,563 
24,287 

30,057 
20,478 

7,646 
5,379 

1,163 
10,676 
12,797 

144,221 
16,546 

1,704 

 -  20,000  40,000  60,000  80,000  100,000  120,000  140,000  160,000

Banner
Box Butte
Cheyenne

Dawes
Deuel

Garden
Grant

Kimball
Morrill

Scotts Bluff
Sheridan

Sioux

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Nebraska Judicial Branch

Weighted Caseload Report

District Courts

Reporting Period
Fiscal Year 2018

July 1, 2017 to
June 30 2018



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Nebraska District Courts
Weighted Caseload Report

Calendar Year 2018 (July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018)

This Weighted District Court Caseload Report contains statistics for Nebraska’s 93 District Courts, 
grouped into twelve Judicial Districts. The judiciary of Nebraska currently assesses the need for 
judicial positions using a weighted caseload method based on cases opened. Weighted caseload 
systems provide objective, standardized determinations of resource needs.

No quantitative judgeship assessment method, including a weighted caseload system will 
determine the exact number of judges required within a judicial district. But quantitative 
methods, such as weighted caseload can approximate the need for judgeships and provide 
a point of reference or standard for comparing relative need among judicial districts. Other 
measures, both qualitative and quantitative, may be used in conjunction with the weighted 
caseload standard calculation to support the assessment of judicial need. In particular, should 
the standard calculation show the need for a fractional judge (less than the full-time equivalent), 
additional assessments as to the relative workload per judge within a district and travel per 
judge may be useful. Also, other useful measures may include analyses of budget constraints, 
population trends, and other factors that may differentially affect the need for judges across 
districts.

Mission of the Nebraska Administrative Office of the Courts:

Under the direction of the Nebraska Supreme Court, the Administrative Office of the Courts’ 
mission is to ensure the public has equal access to justice, using leadership, education, technology, 
and administrative services to implement consistent, efficient, and effective court practices.

Corey R. Steel | Nebraska State Court Administrator 
Nebraska Supreme Court
 
Rm. 1213 State Capitol | P.O. Box 98910 | Lincoln, NE  68509 
T 402.471.3730 | F 402.471.2197
www.supremecourt.ne.gov



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Nebraska District Court Judicial Needs
Fiscal Year 2018 (July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018)

12th District
Judicial Need: 3.98

Actual #: 4

8th District
Judicial Need: 1.65

Actual #: 2
7th District

Judicial Need: 2.25
Actual #: 2

6th District
Judicial Need: 2.75

Actual #: 3

11th District
Judicial Need: 4.06

Actual #: 4

10th District
Judicial Need: 1.67

Actual #: 2

5th District
Judicial Need: 3.48

Actual #: 4

1st District
Judicial Need: 2.70

Actual #: 3

2nd District
Judicial Need: 5.32

Actual #: 4

4th District
Judicial Need: 20.73

Actual #: 16

3rd District
Judicial Need: 7.46

Actual #: 8 

9th District
Judicial Need: 3.96

Actual #: 4

jsutherland
Text Box
Changes in district boundaries due to LB 697 are effective July 19, 2018 and will be reflected in the Calendar Year 2018 report.



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Johnson
Clay

Fillmore
Nuckolls

Saline
Thayer

SE Nebraska Drug Court
Schreiner
Gage (80%)

Jefferson
J. Smith

Gage (20%)
Johnson
Nemaha
Pawnee

Richardson

Weighted Caseload Report
1st Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  2.70
Current number of judges:        3

Clay
.16

Jefferson
.29

Gage
.71Nuckolls

.11
Thayer

.12

Filmore
.15

Saline
.27

Johnson
.25

Pawnee
.13

Nemaha
.21

Richardson
.30
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Martinez
Sarpy

Thompson
Sarpy
Cox

Sarpy
M. Smith

Cass
Otoe

Weighted Caseload Report
2nd Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  5.32
Current number of judges:        4
Child Support Referee:               0.49

5

Predicted judicial resources need by county
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Weighted Caseload Report
3rd Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  7.46
Current number of judges:        8
Child Support Referee:               1.00
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Predicted judicial resources need
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Weighted Caseload Report
4th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  20.73
Current number of judges:        16
Child Support Referee:                 2.00
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Predicted judicial resources need
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Judges Serving the 4th District 
District Court
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Vacancy
Butler
Colfax

Saunders
Stecker

Seward
York

Daugherty
Boone

Hamilton
Merrick

Nance
Polk

Steinke
Platte

Weighted Caseload Report
5th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  3.48
Current number of judges:        4
Child Support Referee:               0.08
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Predicted judicial resources need by county
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Vaughan
Cedar

Dakota
Dixon

Samson
Burt

Thurston
Washington

Hall
Dodge

Weighted Caseload Report
6th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:   2.75
Current number of judges:         3
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 6th District 
District Court
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Johnson
Cuming

Wayne
Madison (50%)

Kube
Antelope

Knox
Pierce

Stanton
Madison (50%)

Weighted Caseload Report
7th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  2.25
Current number of judges:        2
Child Support Referee:               0.07
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 7th District 
District Court
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Kozisek
Blaine
Boyd

Brown
Cherry

Garfield
Holt

Keya Paha
Loup
Rock

Noakes
Custer

Greeley
Howard

Sherman
Valley

Wheeler

Weighted Caseload Report
8th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  1.65
Current number of judges:        2
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 8th District 
District Court

Cherry
.13

Keya Paha
.05

Blaine
.05

Holt
.27

Boyd
.06

Rock
.05

Custer
.26

Brown
.13

Loup
.04

Garfield
.07

Valley
.14

Wheeler
.06

Sherman
.10

Greeley
.06

Howard
.17

1,178 
2,482 

8,784 
8,439 

21,242 
2,866 

2,077 
22,943 

13,127 
834 

382 
1,522 

6,183 
9,886 

1,915 

 -  5,000  10,000  15,000  20,000  25,000

Blaine
Boyd

Brown
Cherry
Custer

Garfield
Greeley

Holt
Howard

Keya Paha
Loup
Rock

Sherman
Valley

Wheeler

Weighted Cases by County

Judicial Minutes



July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Marsh
Buffalo

Luther
Hall

Wright
Buffalo

Hall
Young

Hall

Weighted Caseload Report
9th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  3.96
Current number of judges:        4
Child Support Referee:               0.23
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 9th District 
District Court
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Harder
Adams (50%)

Franklin (50%)
Harlan

Kearney(50%)
Phelps (50%)

Illingworth
Adams (50%)

Franklin (50%)
Kearney (50%)

Phelps (50%)
Webster

Weighted Caseload Report
10th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  1.67
Current number of judges:        2
Child Support Referee:               0.11
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 10th District 
District Court
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
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Perkins (50%)
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Urbom
Chase

Dundy
Frontier

Furnas (75%)
Hayes

Hitchock
Red Willow

Weighted Caseload Report
11th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges: 4.06
Current number of judges:        4
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 11th District 
District Court
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July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Dobrovolny
Morrill 

Miller
Scotts Bluff 

O’Gorman
Box Butte

Dawes
Grant

Sheridan
Sioux

Weimer
Banner

Cheyenne
Deuel

Garden
Kimball

Weighted Caseload Report
12th Judicial District - District Court

District court need for judges:  3.98
Current number of judges:        4
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Predicted judicial resources need by county Judges Serving the 12th District 
District Court
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635 South 14th Street ~Ste 200~ Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
(402) 475-7091 ~ FAX (402) 475-7098 ~ www.nebar.com 

 

Nebraska State Bar Association 
“Helping lawyers help people” 

 
 

January 12, 2019 

 

The Honorable Stephanie F. Stacy 

Nebraska Supreme Court Justice 

State Capitol, #2219 

Lincoln, NE  68509 

 

Dear Justice Stacy: 

 

On behalf of the NSBA Judicial Resources Committee (“the Committee”), I wish to convey to the 

members of the Judicial Resources Commission our recommendation regarding the vacancies in the 

County Court, 2nd Judicial District due to the retirement of Judge John F. Steinheider and in the 

District Court, 9th Judicial District due to the retirement of Judge Teresa K. Luther, and the vacancy in 

the County Court 11th due to the appointment of Judge Michael E. Piccolo to district court bench. 

 

The Committee met on October 9th and weighed a number of factors including caseload, case types 

and most importantly, access to the trial courts for Nebraska citizens.    The members of the Committee 

also had available the Judicial Weighted Caseload Reports (“Judicial Workload Assessment”) which 

included statistics through 2017.  Based upon this discussion the Committee concluded that the State’s 

justice system will not have adequate judicial resources available unless the current vacancy is filled 

expeditiously.   

 

Therefore, the Committee recommends that the current vacancy in the District Court, 9th Judicial 

District be filled, with the principle office in Kearney.  The Committee also recommends that the 

current vacancy in the County Court, 2nd Judicial District be filled, with the principle office in either 

Cass or Otoe County.  The Committee also recommends that the current vacancy in the County Court, 

11th Judicial District be filled, with the principle office in North Platte. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of the recommendations set forth herein.  Please include this letter 

with the materials provided to the members of the Judicial Resources Commission ahead of your 

January 25th meeting. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
J. Scott Paul 

NSBA President 

 

Cc:  Corey Steel 



 






