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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
 
 The Exhibit Review and Rule Proposal Committee submitted a proposed rule governing public 
review of exhibits during and after trial, Neb. Ct. R. § 6-506. The Nebraska Supreme Court directed that 
the proposed rule and its accompanying rule amendments be published for a public comment period. 
 
 The Nebraska Supreme Court invites interested persons to comment on the proposed rule 
amendments. Anyone desiring to comment on the proposed rule amendments should do so in writing to the 
office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, P.O. Box 98910, Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-
8910, or via email to wendy.wussow@nebraska.gov no later than August 5, 2019. 
 
 The full text of the proposed rule amendments is available below, or a hard copy may be obtained 
from the office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals upon request. 
 
CHAPTER 6: TRIAL COURTS 
 
Article 5: Exhibit Disposition and Review. 
 
   . . . . 
 
§ 6-501. Authorized release of exhibits. 
 
   The clerks of the various courts or the official court reporters are authorized to release, under the 
following conditions, A court may release any exhibit offered or received in evidence in any civil, 
criminal, or juvenile proceeding as provided for by this rule: 
 
   (A) Upon request of an introducing attorney or owner, release to such introducing attorney or owner at 
any time during or after trial, if request is made during trial to substitute a copy and permission is granted 
by the court to do so. 
 
   (B) Upon request of an introducing attorney or owner, release to such introducing attorney or owner at 
any time after trial or following expiration of appeal time, provided it is stipulated in writing that a copy 
shall be substituted, or if, in the absence of such a stipulation, the judge who tried the case, or if such 
judge is unavailable the current presiding judge, determines such substitution to be unnecessary. 
 
   (C) When, in compliance with Supreme Court rules governing preparation of bills of exceptions, 
counsel shall substitute photographs or mechanical drawings and descriptions for any large or 
cumbersome exhibits where such would fairly present such exhibits to the appellate court. 
 
   . . . . 
 
§ 6-506. Public review of exhibits during and after trial. 
 
   (A) Examination prior to or during trial. Prior to or during the course of a trial the court may, at its sole 
discretion, allow the examination by the public of exhibits received prior to or during the trial. The time, 
place, and manner of examination are to be determined by the court, at its sole discretion, subject to the 
following: 
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   (1) Exhibits received only for the purposes of deciding a motion shall not be viewed; 
 
   (2) Exhibits whose dissemination is controlled by other provisions of law or rule shall be viewed in a 
manner consistent with the restrictions of any relevant provision of law or rule; 
 
   (3) The party requesting viewing of the exhibit is responsible for providing any equipment that is not 
reasonably available to the custodian of the record for viewing or copying the exhibit at the party’s 
expense. 
 
   (B) Examination after trial. After completion of the trial, exhibits received during the trial may be 
viewed or copied upon request to the person responsible for the custody of the exhibits subject to court 
approval and subject to the following provisions: 
 
   (1) The time, place, and manner of examination or copying of the exhibits shall be set by the custodian 
of the exhibits or by the court; 
 
   (2) Exhibits whose dissemination is controlled by other provisions of law or rule shall be viewed in a 
manner consistent with the restrictions of any relevant provision of law or rule; 
 
   (3) The party requesting viewing of the exhibit is responsible for providing any equipment that is not 
reasonably available to the custodian of the record for viewing or copying the exhibit at the party’s 
expense. 
 


