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As a class, adolescence and adults are different. Dr. Kavanaugh will discuss ways in which the brain continues to develop during adolescence and how these changes impact different aspects of maturity.  Switching gears, Dr. Kavanaugh will present empirical findings related to youth’s competency to stand trial and describe the process for conducting these evaluations for juvenile court. Finally, Dr. Kavanaugh will offer ways to improve the quality of the reports tendered to court.  

Learning objectives:
a) Participants will learn how the brain continues to develop during adolescence.
b) Participants will identify the normative developmental processes that distinguish youth and adults as well as factors impacting these processes. 
c) Participates will be able to describe how a competency to stand trial evaluation is conducted for a youth.
