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Area veterans, Canteen vol-unteers
and St. Patrick’s High

School Student Council mem-bers
earned special recognition

Monday.
They were special guests at

the Law Day Luncheon in North
Platte, an event sponsored by
the Nebraska State Bar Associa-tion

and the Nebraska Supreme
Court, in partnership with the
Lincoln County Bar Associa-tion.

The Bar Foundation’s law-re-lated
education theme for 2014

is“American Veterans — Ev-eryday
Heroes.” The theme

comes from the 2014 One Book

St. Pat’s project,
area veterans
also recognized

tion.
The Bar Foundation's law-re-

lated education theme for 2014
is "American Veterans — Ev-
eryday Heroes." The theme
comes from the 2014 One Book

One Nebraska reading program
choice of “Once Upon a Town:
The Story of the North Platte
Canteen” by Bob Greene.

“Most of the servicemen who
came through the North Platte
Canteen were here for only 10-15
minutes,” said Lincoln County
Historical Museum Curator Jim
Griffin. “We still receive letters
today after all these years from
people who came through the
Canteen. They know exactly
what day they were here. That’s
how large the impact of the Can-teen

was.”
Griffin reminded the crowd

that the Canteen served more
than 6 million servicemen and
women who traveled through
North Platte on troop trains
duringWWII.

Canteen volunteer Waneita
Schomer and WWII veterans
Mike Shavlik and Lloyd Syn-ovec,

along with“Popcorn Ball
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Bride” Ethel Butolph
gave a presentation on
the Canteen.

“We were the only
Canteen that served
everything free of
charge,” Schomer told
the crowd. “We served
between 3,000 and 5,000
people every day. When
the trains would leave,
I would stand and wave
goodbye, always thank-ing

God for those who
risked their lives for
the freedoms that we all
had.”

Butolph talked about
how a young Virgil Bu-tolph

received a pop-corn
ball at the Canteen

that contained the name
of a young girl from
Tryon.

He gave the name and
address to a buddy be-cause

he thought the
idea of pen pals a lot of
“foolishness.”

“Then he decided it
wasn’t so foolish after
all, and asked his buddy
if his pen pal had a sis-ter,”

she said.“ That was
me.”

The two correspond-ed
throughout the time

Virgil served in the
Aleutian Islands.

“He sent me a ring
and I told him I would
wear it but I wanted to
see him first before I
agreed to marry him,”
she said.

The couple were mar-ried
during Virgil’s

leave. They went on to
have five children.

“There was a Butolph
here in school in North
Plate from 1950 on,” she
said.“ I guess you never
know how many kernels
there are in a ball of
popcorn.”

Nebraska Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Michael Heavican pre-sented

the Bar Foun-
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Nebraska Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Michael Heavican pre-
sented the Bar Foun-

dation’s Civic Engage-ment
Award to St. Pat’s

student council sponsor
Diane Ostermeyer and
council representatives.

“An article in the
North Platte Telegraph
alerted the Bar Foun-dation

organizers to a
very unique program
initiated by the student
council,” Heavican said.
“Prompted by student
council president Jared
Gafke, whose father and
step-father are both vet-erans,

this year’s char-itable
venture honors

the Wounded Warrior
Project.”

Members of the Stu-dent
Council sold quilt

squares that included
the names of veterans.

Those squares will be
combined with red and
blue fabric and assem-bled

into an American
flag.

The blue section of
the flag will have stars
with the names of St.
Patrick’s High School
alumni who were veter-ans

of World War II.
“This truly unique

project is creative and
truly inspired,” Heavi-can

said.
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Frankie Moore, judge
of the Sixth District
Court of Appeals, served
as emcee for the event.
Veterans of World War
II, Korean and the Viet-nam

War were special
guests.

Lincoln County Bar
Association President
Bill Troshynski pre-sented

the Foundation’s
Liberty Bell Award to
Ken George.

The award is given to
a non-lawyer who has
provided outstanding
service to the communi-ty,

who has encouraged
respect for the law and
who has made outstand-ing

contributions to
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public service.
Stan Goodwin, vice

president of the Nebras-ka
Sate Bar Association,

presented a donation
to the Lincoln County
Historical Museum as
a thank you for putting
the program together
for the event.

“All veterans, we
very much appreciate
your service,” Goodwin
said.“ You have provid-ed

valuable services
to your country and to
your communities.”
to your country and to
your communities."
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