
Cook Named Jefferson County CASA Program Coordinator
By Sandy Zabokrtsky

Staff Writer
Court Appointed Special

Advocates (CASA) forchildrenhas a new face inJeffersonCounty. Don Cook
has been appointed the new
Program Coordinator for
Jefferson County.

CASA has been active inFairbury for the past twoyears, with funding through
the federal government, the
Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Preventionas well as having Jefferson
County contributionslocallyas well as acceptingprivatedonations.

According to CASA,statisticsthere are an estimated
1,900 children who arevictimsof abuse or neglect ona daily basis with four of
them dying every day. CASA
volunteers are appointed by
judges to watch over and
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making sure they don't get
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service system or are placed
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foster homes. CASA vol-
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constant adult presence in
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signments of the Program
Coordinator for Jefferson
County, Don Cook. He has
plans of recruiting volun-
teers, training them, sup-
porting the volunteers when
they make court appear-
ances and supporting the
volunteers in any way pos-
sible. Presently he has set a
goal of recruiting 15 volun-
teers for this program.
Both Robotham and Cook

point out that independent
research has demonstrated
that children with a CASA
volunteer are substantially
less likely to spend time in
long-term foster care and
less likely to re-enter care
and are more likely to do

these children’s lives.
CASA has been serving

the Jefferson County youth
by using local volunteersas well as Seward County
volunteers when absolutelynecessary.

This is one of the mainassignmentsof the Program
Coordinator for Jefferson
County, Don Cook. He has
plans of recruitingvolunteers,training them,supportingthe volunteers when
they make courtappearancesand supporting the
volunteers in any waypossible.Presently he has set a
goal of recruiting 15volunteersfor this program.

Both Robotham and Cook
point out that independent
research has demonstrated
that children with a CASA
volunteer are substantially
less likely to spend time inlong-term foster care and
less likely to re-enter care
and are more likely to do
better in school. This is
considered a very bigpositivefor the court system as
well as for the countybudgetand state budget, as wellas the schools.

Cook says that he is hoping
to be able to begin atrainingclass as early asJanuary.

ting involved in. There are
also monthly support group
meetings where the volun-
teers can share concerns
and ideas. Robotham and
Cook also plan to attend all
juvenile hearings with the
volunteer to provide addi-
tional support.

Once a CASA volunteer
has been certified, there are
ongoing Continuing Edu-
cation Credits that will be

January.The initial training is
30 hours. This training
includes breakout sessions
where trainees will attenda court session so that theycan start to understand theprocess that they aregettinginvolved in. There are
also monthly support group
meetings where thevolunteerscan share concerns
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Cook has worked in the
court system working with
court ordered detained juve-
niles as well as serving as a
volunteer probation officer.
This helps him in the type
of knowledge that the volun-
teers would need to know.

"I grew up through the
foster care system," Cook
said. "I remember that I was

required but there areconferencesand opportunities
for further trainingprovidedthrough CASA. Once
trained the volunteers are
expected to spend between
5-7 hours a months with
the youth you have beenassignedas well attend any
pertinent juvenileproceedings.CASA volunteersreportdirectly to the judge so
that he is able to make the
best informed decisionpossiblein the best interest of
the child.

Cook has worked in thecourt system working with
court ordered detainedjuvenilesas well as serving as a
volunteer probation officer.
This helps him in the type
of knowledge that thevolunteerswould need to know.

“I grew up through the
foster care system,” Cook
said.“ I remember that I was

scared to death as I grew
up.”

teers a wider perspective
of what the youth may be
going through so that they
can give the best assistance
possible.

The CASA office is open
Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30-12:30. They are locat-
ed at the 901 F, inside the
Baptist Church. They also
have a new phone number
(402) 587-0937. Cook said
he would be glad to provide
any additional information
and can also be contacted
through email at Don@
SoutheastNebraskaCASA.
org.

"We have the children,"
said Cook. "What we need
is the volunteers. Our goal
is to get the child to a safe
permanent home and we
can't do it without the vol-
unteers. Jefferson County
has need and I want to help
fill it."
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