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Every year many electionopportunitiesappear: city, county,
state and federal. Thepercentageof eligible voters whoexercisethe right to vote is often
statistically low. Why is that? We
hear reasons such as:“ One vote
doesn’t matter,” or“ I don’t know
or understand the issues,” or“ I
don’t care.” What a poor example
for our children and, such lame
excuses.

This year’s law theme is on
the mark. American Democracy
and the Rule of Law: Why Every
Vote Matters. A robust democracy
requires the vote of eligiblevotersin any election or ballot issue.
As citizens of the United States
of America, voting is not only a
privilege but a duty. If we do not
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fulfill that duty, how can we ex-
pect our children not to replicate
our bad example?

In the Juvenile Court, we help
children improve their behaviors
so that they may have a decent
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life. Among our many goals, we
encourage and promote good citi-
zenship. I ask you to urge other
eligible voters to lead by ex-
ample and vote when opportuni-
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opportuniJohnson engage in reasoned discussions,
and have informed opinions. Our
future voters depend on us to lead
the way.
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