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Kruger: ‘Foreseeable that Jenkins

Kruger’s
widower
asks state
to pay

Claim alleges failures in
treatment of her murder

suspect, Nikko Jenkins.

By Paur. HAMMEL
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The State of Ne-
braska is being asked to pay $7.5
million in damages in connection
with the slaying of Andrea Kru-
ger during an Aug. 21 carjack-
ing in northwest Omaha.

Kruger’s husband, Mi-
chael-Ryan Kruger, on Monday
filed a state tort claim — a
forerunner to a civil lawsuit —
claiming the state was negli-
gent in releasing the suspect in
Kruger’s murder, Nikko Jenkins,

from prison on July 30.

The claim alleges the state
failed to treat or properly diag-
nose Jenkins’ “serious mental
health issues,” improperly cal-
culated “good time” reductions
in his sentence and erred in
releasing him instead of seeking
a mental health commitment.

“It was foreseeable that
Jenkins would harm or kill once
given his early release,” stated
the claim, filed by Lincoln attor-
ney Vince Powers.

A spokeswoman for the
Nebraska Department of Cor-
rectional Services declined to
comment Tuesday.

In the past, corrections
officials have said they were re-

See Kruger: Page 2

would harm or kill,” claim says

quired by law and prison rules
to release Jenkins because his
sentence had ended. Jenkins
served 10% years of an 18- to
21-year sentence for robbery
before being released from
prison on July 30.

Jenkins is charged in the
slayings of Kruger and three
other Omahans during a 10-day
period in early August.

His case has inspired calls to
change the state’s “good time”
laws, which award inmates a
one-day reduction in their sen-
tence for every day they serve
in prison, effectively cutting a
prison sentence in half.

Gov. Dave Heineman and
others have called for requir-
ing hardened criminals to
“earn” good time through good
behavior, instead of getting it
automatically. Critics say that
Jenkins should have lost more
good time for assaults and oth-
er misbehavior while in prison
and kept in prison longer. He
spent about 60 percent of his
time in prison in segregation
due to disciplinary violations.

His family and others,
including State Sen. Ernie
Chambers of Omaha, have said
that Jenkins’ pleas for mental
health treatment were ignored
by prison officials, and that
helped spawn his suicidal and
homicidal thoughts.

Historically, the state claims
board has denied such requests
for damages. That clears the
way, after six months, for a
civil lawsuit to be filed.

As of Tuesday, no other state
claims had been filed in con-
nection with the three other
slayings connected to Jenkins.

Powers said Tuesday that
state prison officials violated
their own rules and released
Jenkins too soon.

“We expect that we’ll find
that the prison system isolated
Nikko Jenkins because he was
dangerous to convicted crimi-
nals, and ignored his violations
and let him out early,” he said.
“There’s a whole system set
up for getting good time and
losing good time, and none of
that was followed.”

The claim also alleges
corrections officials were neg-
ligent in allowing state prisons
to become overcrowded. But it

doesn’t spell out how the over-
crowding, which has hovered
at S0 percent above capacity,
might have contributed to the
slaying.

In prison, Jenkins was
diagnosed in 2010 as having an
antisocial personality disorder,
a condition involving manip-
ulation and a lack of empathy
for others. The disorder has no
prescribed treatment plan.

Police officials have said
Jenkins pulled Kruger, a mar-
ried mother of three, from her
Gold 2012 Chevrolet Traverse
in an apparent attempt to steal
it while she was stopped at
168th and Fort Streets. Kruger,
33, was shot four times and left
in the middle of the street.

Longtime Corrections Di-
rector Bob Houston abruptly
retired after questions were
raised about the Jenkins case.
A working group also formed
in the Nebraska Legislature to
address issues of prison over-
crowding and good time.

Recently released inmates,
or prisoners on work release
or furloughs, have been linked
to six deaths in the past year.
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In addition to the four slay-
ings tied to Jenkins, on Sept.
16, 2012, Omaha police shot
and killed Jermaine Lucas,

a 29-year-old inmate on a week-
end furlough, after police say
he lunged for a gun during a
standoff on an Omaha street.
Police questioned why Lucas,
who had a history of violence
and gang involvement, was
released on furlough.

Then, on June 25, 2013, an
inmate driving a state van on
work release, Jeremy Dob-
be, slammed nearly head-on
into another van driven by a
Lincoln woman, Joyce Meeks,
who was killed. Meeks’ family
filed a $5 million state claim
in July, alleging the state was
negligent for allowing Dobbe,
who had a history of drunken
driving and careless driving
convictions, to drive.

Contact the writer:
402-473-9584, paul.nammel@owh.com
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