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The first group of judges to complete the Supreme Court’s new Judicial Leadership Development Program 

marked the occasion with dinner and an awards ceremony on May 21, 2015.   Honorable Kevin S. Burke of 

Minnesota served as keynote speaker for the event observing, “I think it is true for everyone in this room, that 

judging is not simply a job … it is at its highest point, a calling.”  Judge Burke, who has won numerous accolades 

from national judicial organizations for his guidance in court management and leadership, attended the event as a 

special guest Nebraska judges.  

Chief Justice Mike Heavican and State Court Administrator Corey Steel presented commemorative awards 

to Judges Michael P. Burns, County Court, Hastings;  Timothy P. Burns, District Court, Omaha; Leo P. Dobrovolny, 

District Court, Gering; Jeffrey J. Funke, District Court, Plattsmouth; Russell W. Harford, County Court, Chadron; 

Marcela A. Keim, County Court, Omaha;  Anne M. Paine, County Court, McCook; Leigh Ann Retelsdorf, District 

Court, Omaha; Michael E. Piccolo, County Court, North Platte; Ross A. Stoffer, County Court, Madison; Paul J. 

Vaughan, District Court, Dakota City.  Judges Susan M. Bazis, County Court, Omaha; James G. Kube, District Court, 

Norfolk; Kristen D. Mickey, County Court, Gering; and Derek C. Weimer, District Court, Sidney, were unable to 

attend. 

The leadership program, designed for state trial court judges who have been on the bench for at least two 

years and no more than seven years, introduces judges to current trends and emerging issues and prepares them 

for future leadership roles within the judicial branch.  Nebraska’s trial court judges are faced with responsibility for 

the overall health of the judicial system and its effectiveness in dispensing justice during a time of changing 

demographics, increasing numbers of self-represented litigants, geographical shifts in population, gaps in the 

availability of legal services, and continuing financial challenges.  

As the inaugural group of judges celebrated completion of the program, the second group of judges 

prepared to begin the training, meeting with Judge Burke for an introduction to leadership. 

Judges participating in the 2015 group include:  Judges Richard A. Birch, District Court, North Platte; 

Thomas W. Fox, County Court, Lincoln; Daniel R. Fridrich, Workers’ Compensation Court, Omaha; Thomas K. 

Harmon, County Court, Omaha; Andrew R. Jacobsen, District Court, Lincoln; Mark A. Johnson, District Court, 

Madison; Sheryl L. Lohaus, County Court, Omaha; Travis P. O’Gorman, District Court, Alliance; C. Jo Peterson, 

County Court, Seward; Timothy C. Phillips, County Court, Lincoln; Reggie L. Ryder, Separate Juvenile Court, Lincoln; 

Tami K. Schendt, County Court, Broken Bow; Stephanie F. Stacy, District Court, Lincoln; Thomas E. Stine, Workers’ 

Compensation Court, Lincoln;  Shelly R. Stratman, District Court, Omaha; Paul G. Wess, County Court, 

Alliance; Arthur S. Wetzel, County Court, Grand Island; Jeffrey M. Wightman, Lexington, County Court.  Judge 

Arthur S. Wetzel, County Court, Grand Island is participating but unable to attend the initial meeting.  

 

 

Photos on following pages   
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Judicial Leadership Development Program 2013-2014 

 

Leadership Judges: Front (L to R) Leo P. Dobrovolny, District Court, Gering; Marcela A. Keim, County Court, Omaha;  

Timothy P. Burns, District Court, Omaha; Russell W. Harford, County Court, Chadron. Back (L to R) Paul J. Vaughan, 

District Court, Dakota City; Leigh Ann Retelsdorf, District Court, Omaha; Anne M. Paine, County Court, McCook; 

Michael E. Piccolo, County Court, North Platte; Jeffrey J. Funke, District Court, Plattsmouth.  

 

      

Pictured separately are: Judges Michael P. Burns, County Court, Hastings; Ross A. Stoffer, County Court, Madison. 

Unable to attend were: Judges Susan M. Bazis, County Court, Omaha; James G. Kube, District Court, Norfolk; 

Kristen D. Mickey, County Court, Gering; and Derek C. Weimer, District Court, Sidney. 
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Opening Seminar 2015-2016 Judicial Leadership Development 

 
Judge Kevin Burke discusses being ‘mindful’ while on the bench and making sure that litigants feel they have been heard used 

the example of a judge in Norway who was caught playing solitaire during the trial of a mass killer.  The video of the judge went 

viral throughout the world in 2012.  Judges pictured (L toR) Kevin Burke, Minneapolis; C. Jo Peterson, County Court, Seward; 

Paul G. Wess, County Court, Alliance; Sheryl L. Lohaus, County Court, Omaha, and, Tami K. Schendt, County Court, Broken Bow. 

 

      

Photo Left:  Burke concludes his remarks to new judge leaders by focusing on the stress which often accompanies trials and 

hearing.  Photo Right: new judge leaders complete a program evaluation. Judges (L to R) Jeffrey M. Wightman, Lexington, 

County Court; Judges Richard A. Birch, District Court, North Platte; Thomas W. Fox, County Court, Lincoln; Timothy C. Phillips, 

County Court, Lincoln; Daniel R. Fridrich, Workers’ Compensation Court, Omaha; Thomas E. Stine, Workers’ Compensation 

Court, Lincoln.   


