
Judgecelebrates 100thbirthday
William Colwellrecognized for decadesofwork
Judge

Daily Sun staff writer
For one Pawnee City judge,Thursday

was the first time entertaining in the
city’s district courtroom, despite living
for nearly a century.

A happy 100thbirthday was celebrat-
ed in Pawnee City Thursday afternoonas town and state officials came to cel-
ebrate with Judge William Colwell.

The gathering grew from a small judg-
es’ get-together to a full-blownparty.

Colwell will turn 100 inNovember,
but Nebraska Supreme Court Chief
Justice Mike Heavican wanted to help
celebrate while he wasvisiting the city
on a summer tour.

Heavican, State Court Administra-
tor Corey Steel and key staff members
of the Administrative Office of the

Courts and Probation are visiting sev-
eral southeastern Nebraska communi-
ties between Aug. 18-21.

A special feature of the tour is the
early celebration for the retired judge.

“He is a great judgeand it’s a great
honor he is still around with us, ” Heavi-can said.

Cupcakes, cake, balloons and the like
filled the courtroom, accompanied by
nearly 75 people celebrating Colwell
turning 100.
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Judge William Colwell celebrates turning 100with a party in the Pawnee City courtroom where he served until retiring in 1981.
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“It makes you feel spe-
cial,” Colwell saidwhile
eating a cupcake. “I am
happy and a little over-
whelmed this many people
came to recognize me.”Colwell earned his law
degree in 1938from the
University of Nebraska.

In 1940, he entered dutyas an agent, followedby
field service as a special
agent with the FBI. He re-
signed from that in 1946to
re-enter his law practice at
Pawnee City. He was ap-
pointed as a state district
court judge in 1963, ful-
filling that position until
he retired in 1981.

After his retirement,
he stayed within court
walls for thefollowing
twelve years helping with
Supreme Court appoint-
ments in the state judicial
system.

“He enjoys being near
the courts,” friend and
retired Judge William Rist
said. “Since his retire-
ment, he stayed in touch
with the judiciaryand
court systems.”Rist and Colwell have
been friends for over 50years.

“He was very crisp and
direct in the courtroom,”Rist said. “He has his ownsense of humor.”As Colwellwas cel-
ebrated, he laughed and
joked with the audience
in attendance.

“This feels older than
99, I’ll tell you that much, ”he laughed.

Friends, neighbors,
community members and
officials all had nice things
to say about Colwell.

“Everyone has tremen-
dous admiration for him
and the years he put in
with integrityand work
ethic and the high bar he
set with his legal profes-

sion,” Heavican said.
It’s a rare event to haveanyone reach a 100year

milestone, he continued,
saying this is a tribute to
Colwell and to the court
systems as well.

“He has become a sym-
bol of the longevity of the
courts and the court his-
tory,” he said.

Colwell will officially
turn 100 Nov. 21.

“He deserves all the ac-
colades he has received,”attorney Joe Stehlik said.
“He is a fantastic gentle-
man when you get to know
him. ”Born in Pawnee Coun-
ty and growing up in the
small town, Colwell said
his job wasn’t easy.

“It’s hard to be a judge
when youwork with peo-
ple you already know,” he
said. “But I’ve enjoyed it
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Judge William Colwell, left,
celebrates turning 100with long-
time friend Judge William Rist.
and I enjoyed my time here... now I’m going to enjoy
this cupcake.”
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Retired Judge William Colwell, left, is joinedby Nebraska Chief Justice Mike Heavican, right, to help celebrate
his 100thbirthday. Heavican and key staff members are on a tour of southeast Nebraska.
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